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Chapter 1: Introduction 

  

StarTypes: Life-Path Partners 

StarTypes is life-path astrology, interpreting large-
scale planetary patterns in the sky above and charting 
the dharma or life path of an individual and their 
primary relationship role down here on earth. And you 
donôt have to be an astrologer to understand this. The 
astrology used here is graphic, an open window into 
who we are, why we are here, and what on earth we 
might be good for ï our life purpose.  

StarTypes image cards make it easy to get a picture 
of our personal life path archetype, a graphic image of 
our inner self and the particular journey we are on. 
We all have some sense of who we are, but much of 
what we now know about our self may be as much 
the result of our upbringing and our surroundings, as 
our own personal self discovery. 
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Regardless of how much self discovery you may have 
experienced, astrology offers an additional view on 
whatever idea you now may have of yourself, call it a 
second opinion. Getting a second (and outside) 
opinion can make all the difference in how we see 
ourselves. 

It is one thing to have some idea of yourself and quite 
another to find where you belong in this world, 
although the two are closely connected. We have to 
know who we are before we can know where we fit it.  

Some might say that this course is about finding your 
tribe, the particular group of individuals in this world 
that you belong to (and have always been) a part of. 
You have been looking for them and they have been 
looking to find you. When you meet one another, 
there will be mutual recognition and delight, for you 
have always belonged together. 

And this is even truer when it comes to finding your 
life partner, the one person you are meant to be 
closest to in this life. Finding just the right chemistry 
with another person is perhaps the main focus in 
StarTypes astrology. StarTypes is about finding who 
you are and where on earth you might fit in and 
belong. It is not about learning a lot of astrology 
jargon. In fact, much of this course is pure graphics, 
making it easy to learn and remember.  
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Waiting To Be Found 

Waiting around to be found or discovered for who you 
really are is not the exception on this planet; it is more 
like the rule. Almost all of us (at least secretly) dream 
of being found and cherished, of fitting into just the 
spot that exists somewhere for us, and with just the 
life partner and group of people who will love and 
accept us as we are. And there is a reason we all 
share this dream. 

Most of us find it hard to rest in this life until we have 
either discovered our self or have been discovered 
and valued (and at the deepest level) by those around 
us. This is not just something to hope for; it is 
something that needs to happen in our life for each of 
us to feel whole. This is a dream we all share. 

Yet there is not much day-to-day mention by society 
about this dream we each have of being found and 
recognized, but the dream still exists nevertheless. It 
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seems that society is embarrassed if any of us dare to 
mention that we want some attention, at least enough 
attention to know that we belong somewhere and to 
someone ï and that we are here for some worthwhile 
purpose. It is funny that we seem (socially) to be 
embarrassed for others to get what we each yearn for 
ourselves. Most of us donôt mind getting a little 
attention once in a while, at least I donôt. 

If we have been waiting a long time to be recognized, 
and just canôt wait any longer to be found and 
discovered, we just have to get on with the business 
of discovering ourselves. That is the way it works. If 
you are not being discovered and are tired of waiting, 
you can always learn to discover yourself. Thatôs what 
I have had to do, not that I am anywhere near done 
with that process.  

And if we are tired of waiting for the right life partner 
to come along, we can do something about that as 
well. The best way I know to cause the universe to 
send out a partner tailored just for us is to get busy 
discovering something about our own self. 

It is almost a law of nature that those who find or 
discover themselves in this life are the most attractive 
to others. As we find ourselves, others can suddenly 
see us too. Finding out something about who you are 
is like a magnet when it comes to attracting others. 
This course is about that: finding out who you are. 
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Self-Discovery 

Self discovery is just that: self discovery. It does not 
matter how, where, or when you do it, the result is the 
same. In fact, it would almost appear that there are 
only ways or paths to self-discovery. That is how tired 
we all are of waiting. 

The process of self discovery is what this course is all 
about. And although there are many possible roads to 
self discovery, here we will learn to discover our self 
through the crystal prism of astrology.  
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Modern Astrology 

The approach of this course is a little different than 
most modern astrological texts, which mostly focus on 
the astrology of our personality. Here we will look 
more at the astrology of our inner self or the soul.  

We all have personalities on the outside and some 
kind of soul or center within us. Somewhere between 
this outer personality on the one hand, and the 
absolute (call it óGodô, the óEternal Essenceô, or ñTotal 
Awarenessò) on the other, are styles or general ways 
of being. These have been called archetypes by 
some, lineages by others, and tribes by still others. 

What tribe do you belong to? What I am referring to 
here is the general relationship group to which each 
of us belongs, and we do each have such a group, 
even though many of us have not yet found that group 
or been found by our group. Those we are looking for 
are also looking for us. 
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We canôt help but look around through life for where 
we belong and for the members of the group or tribe 
we belong to. Discovering yourself or being 
discovered for whoever you are is a really big deal for 
most of us. In fact, finding a compatible life partner is 
crucial for most of us. I should say something about 
what StarTypes astrology is good for, what you can 
expect from this approach. 

StarTypes makes it easy (astrologically speaking) to 
find your general Life Path and approach to 
relationships, the role you tend to take on when it 
comes to partners, friends, and co-workers. There are 
a number of classic relationship roles (also called 
relationship families), and they will be described 
below. 

Once you know your personal StarType and 
understand something about the relationship family to 
which you belong, you are ready to examine the 
StarTypes of others to see just who you fit with or do 
not fit with. Of course looking up your present partner 
(or potential partnerôs) StarType will be key, as will 
looking at the StarTypes of your family, friends, and 
co-workers.  

Using StarType cards, it is easy to check 
compatibility, and you donôt need any technical 
astrological knowledge to do so. All of the 
Astro*Image StarType cards are color coded, so you 
can spot a potential partner by just looking at the 
border color of their card. 
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Getting Started 

StarTypes offers a very good method for discovering 
yourself. Better yet, because you will be using easy-
to-recognize graphic cards to represent various 
astrological patterns, you donôt have to learn any 
technical astrology. 

Keep in mind that if we could easily figure out how to 
discover ourselves, we would all have done it by now. 
So if we have not somehow found ourselves, then we 
might just need a method. What follows here is such a 
method. It works and it is fun to use. I have worked 
with it for over 30 years myself and have found it so 
helpful as a guide to the people I have come to know 
in my life.  
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Astro*Image Cards 

We all like images; a picture is worth 1,000 words, 
and all that. Tarot cards are something most of you 
are familiar with or have at least seen. I have reduced 
many of the complex astrological configurations to 
simple patterns/images and written matching 
interpretive text. I then designed tarot-like cards 
based on these astrological patterns/images and gave 
them clear names and even reference numbers. With 
that in mind, letôs get into StarTypes.  
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Chapter 2: Types of Being 

 

The Kinds of StarTypes 

As mentioned earlier, there appear to be several 
distinct StarType families (archetypes or styles of 
being) in this world, and we each belong to one or 
another of them, call them tribes, lineages, or what-
have-you? We will now look at the main StarType 
relationship families. Since so much of StarTypes is 
about personal chemistry and attraction, letôs start 
there. 
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The Shining 

What is it about some individuals, for example movie 
stars and other celebrities that fascinate us? We all 
know they are good looking. We can see that. And 
they are charismatic and magnetic, but what is that? 
What is charisma or magnetism that attracts us so? It 
is like asking: what is beauty? That is my point here. 

Regardless of the cause, we all respond to charisma, 
to the star quality in certain individuals, but what is it 
in these individuals that holds our gaze, that turns us 
into the proverbial deer in the headlights? We canôt 
look at them enough, canôt get enough of whatever it 
is they are putting out or transmitting. 
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Celebrity Status 

But what is this mysterious attractive force? And yet 
we all know it when we see it: some individuals 
transmit and others receive. Celebrities appear to be 
huge transmitters, radiating information of one kind or 
another, information that the rest of us canôt seem to 
get enough of, canôt help but want to receive. 

What is it about our favorite song from the past that 
we donôt mind listening to it again and again after all 
these years, and we still manage to pull something 
out of the experience that we take in and absorb. 
What is this ósomethingô that we absorb? What is 
that? 

The same goes for our favorite book, poem, work of 
art, or movie. There are some movies that I find 
myself watching again and again. What is it that I am 
getting out of that experience? These are some of the 
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questions that should be held in mind when learning 
about StarTypes. 

Ideas as to what beauty or charisma are, in fact all so-
called occult or esoteric knowledge and study is 
nothing more than an attempt to see the obvious, 
often what is so commonly or openly present that we 
as a society have lost all awareness of it, like the air 
we breathe or the thoughts we think. 

Experiences like ñattractionò are ubiquitous, and if we 
are to have any awareness of them at all, we need 
some way to remind or remember that they are 
always already there. We are that!  

Of course, that is what meditation is all about, 
reminding ourselves that we are there, and another 
article might be written just on that. For now, letôs 
move on. 
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The Charisma 

Letôs agree that there is something in some people 
that we find attractive, that we are drawn to, like the 
proverbial moth to the flame. Our favorite movie star 
might be an example. They are putting out something 
that we canôt seem to get enough of, something that 
makes us just stop and stare, transfixed, as we 
absorb and take them in. We are the receivers; the 
movie star is the transmitter. They radiate; we bask in 
their light.  

Something is exchanged, but we donôt really know 
what that something is. There are no books or articles 
I know of on this subject, but we can instantly 
recognize that this takes place. Some would say that 
nothing else but this kind of transaction takes place in 
the world, this sending and receiving, this information 
exchange - communication. 
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Transmitting and Receiving 

What that information that is exchanged is might be 
very hard to put our finger on, but we would have to 
agree that we each spend a lot of time involved in this 
process of transmitting and receiving. After all, it is 
pretty much what we call ñbeing social.ò Go to your 
nearest party or get-together and look around you. 
There will be those that we would call the ñlife of the 
party,ò and those wallflower types who stand back 
and observe; they take in and observe the life of the 
party. 
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The Life of the Party 

To make sense out of what I am about to present, we 
will have to agree that there is something about some 
people that we find attractive, and vice versa. Some 
may even find us attractive. It is all relative, but the 
phenomenon I am pointing out here is omnipresent, 
this transmitting and receiving of a certain subtle 
something. 
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The Charismatic StarTypes 

That being said, I am sure you want to check out 
which StarTypes represent these very charismatic 
individuals. The charismatic family of StarTypes all 
have red borders, like the card above, so you canôt 
mistake them. In fact there are four main relationship 
families and each have a different colored border, so 
letôs go through the four relationship families, starting 
with the two most classic relationship roles, that of 
ñThe Loverò and ñThe Loved One.ò 
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The Lover and the Loved One 

We donôt have to look far to find manifestations of 
these great principles and their dynamic interplay at 
the human level. The worldôs bards and poets have 
done little else than serenade us with the stories of 
relationships, stories of Romeo and Juliet, of ñThe 
Loverò and the ñLoved One.ò And it turns out that 
these two classic relationship roles, lover and loved 
one, are just what two of the key StarTypes families 
show.  



StarTypes: Life-Path Partners 
 

31 
 

 

StarTypes 

Not only are these two cosmic StarType patterns 
present and accounted for, but they are omnipresent, 
by and far the most important relationship roles on the 
planet, that of ñLoverò and ñLoved One.ò In fact, just 
about all relationships, sooner or later, resolve 
themselves into these two roles. One of the partners 
takes on the role of ñThe Lover,ò while the other 
becomes the ñLoved One.ò This is almost like a law of 
physics. 

Note: This is not to say that they might not take on the 
opposite role in a different relationship. What was 
amazing to me is that it is easy to see which role each 
of us will play in any given relationship just by looking 
at the StarType cards for the two partners. We will get 
to that soon. 
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The Two of Us: Lover and Loved One 

Examine your own relationships, past and present, in 
this regard. No matter how finely you want to equalize 
the relationship, sooner or later one of the two 
partners will end up picking up the dirty socks first, 
thus taking on the role of ñThe Loverò or caretaker of 
the relationship, while the other partner acquiesces 
into the role of being cared for, that of the ñLoved 
One.ò This is something akin to the law of gravity. 

It is axiomatic that relationships almost by definition 
sooner or later resolve themselves by polarity, and 
the two poles (or roles) are that of ñThe Loverò or 
caretaker (the worrier), and the ñLoved Oneò or object 
of affection and care (the óWhat Me Worry?ô type) . It 
is not a choice, but an inevitability, like the little dog 
magnets that I had as a child ï one partner attracts 
and the other flips around and assumes the opposite 
polarity or role. If this flip does not happen, then real 
problems soon emerge in the relationship. Two 
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alphas donôt mix. All of this is pretty much a given ï 
old hat. 

What is new is that until StarTypes I had no way to 
clearly distinguish which partner in a relationship 
would assume which role. StarTypes offers a clear 
and graphic way to examine relationships and resolve 
them into their classic roles, that of the ñLoved Oneò 
and ñThe Lover.ò Letôs look at them. 
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Chapter 3: StarType Families 

 

The StarType Families 

We will be going into much more detail about each of 
these StarType families, but letôs make sure that we 
are clear about which colors represent which 
relationship family. There are four colors and four 
families. 

The red-bordered StarType cards are reserved for the 
ñLoved Oneò family, the StarTypes with all the 
charisma we spoke of earlier. More about this soon. 

The green-bordered cards represent ñThe Loverò 
StarType family. They are the main observers and 
annotators of the red cards, the watchers. 

When both qualities (ñLoved Onò and ñLoverò) appear 
in the same card, these are the ñIndependentò 
StarTypes, and their borders are blue. 
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And last, a small group of StarTypes called the ñMulti-
Relationshipò StarTypes, which have rose colored 
borders.  

The StarType cards you will encounter will have red, 
green, blue, and rose borders. There are a few other 
cards which are not main StarTypes have cream-
colored borders. They are smaller patterns that make 
up what we called the astrological toolbox. More 
about this later on. 
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The Red Bordered Cards 

With the red-bordered cards, you have the classic 
form of the "Loved One," the object of everyone's 
affection, the one who always demands and gets lots 
of attention, plenty of service and care. And this is as 
it should be, for they are warm and just exude charm, 
and are usually the centerpiece of any group.  

Everyone loves to be with the red cards, because 
they are not self-conscious, love to have fun, and they 
pretty much guarantee you a good time. I always say, 
if you are in trouble and need advice, seek out a 
green-bordered StarType, but if you want a dinner 
partner or just to have some fun, grab you a red 
StarType, for that is when the fun starts. 
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The Red Cards 

These red-card types are, above all ñpeopleò persons, 
and they like to get right in there and work a crowd, 
glad-handing with the best of them. They radiate 
charisma and shine in almost any setting. Of course, 
they make the best salesmen, because they sell 
themselves just by being with you. Who can resist? 

These red cards are so very watch-able. This does 
not mean they have to be the best looking physically, 
but regardless of how they look, they are magnetic, 
charismatic. They shine and everyone just loves to be 
around them and to spend time with them. 
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Red Cards: The Flip Side 

Lest we think that life is all roses for these red 
StarTypes, let's touch on a bit of their darker side. For 
all their social-ness, they are very private and guard 
their privacy. They don't like to be crowded and hate 
to be boxed in. Perhaps because they are always in 
such demand, they are in their own way, 
claustrophobic. 

And they worry about their intelligence, perhaps 
because they are so simple and direct in their appeal. 
They feel everyone loves them for their shine and 
sparkle, but not for their intellect. There is some truth 
to that, of course, and this can be a real problem for 
this StarType family, because they are afraid of 
appearing stupid. In fact, they often will go to great 
lengths to study and go to school. They collect 
learning degrees, diplomas, and whatever makes 
them appear more refined and sophisticated. These 
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red card StarTypes like fine and frilly things and are 
quick to put on airs, to appear more sophisticated 
then they, in fact, are. This can be a lifelong problem. 

And they can at times lack awareness. They tend to 
see the trees, but not the forest. They can have real 
problems grasping the big picture and sometimes are 
wise to seek out the advice of the green StarTypes, 
who can kind of give them direction, and help them to 
better see where they are going in life. 
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The òLoved Oneñ Relationship Role 

In dynamic relationship roles, ones that involve real 
attraction, the kind that romance novels epitomize, 
this red StarType inevitably plays the role of the 
ñLoved One,ò the one who gets all the attention, the 
one who is cared for. These are high maintenance 
types, so do take note. 
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Green-bordered StarTypes 

This family of StarTypes represents the archetype of 
"The Lover," the one who cares the most, and thus 
(for all practical concerns) the caretakers of the 
relationship. These are the StarTypes who endlessly 
care for (and worry about!) the loved one, running 
here and there to provide for their well-being. They 
are the eternal hosts, seldom the guests, of any 
relationship. They are the ones who jump up and get 
you a glass of water, who happily do any 
organizational work - the planning. 

Not at home in a crowd, this StarType can be found 
around the edges of a group, watching, perhaps 
criticizing, but always taking it all in. They run cool, 
when others run warm (or hot). They think and plan, 
when others do. They serve, while others are served. 
They care, when care is needed. In the East (places 
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like Tibet and China), they could be said to represent 
the Bodhisattva path, living to serve others. 

Here in the West, this concept of serving others is 
downgraded to the concept of menial labor (serving 
others). Here in America it is considered much "more 
cool" to be served, than to serve. But this concept is 
slowly changing. 

Not all of us are miniature rock stars, fit to shine in the 
heart of a crowd. Some are quite happy to watch, to 
comment on, and to care for others. Since both types 
('The Lover' and the 'Loved One') occur in almost 
equal numbers, not all of us can just be the one who 
gets served. Some of us must do the serving and 
actually like to serve others and the fact is, if this 
StarType can get past the social stigmata of 'serving 
others," they happen to enjoy it a lot more, for it is 
natural to this type. 

In fact, all of the green-bordered StarTypes are born 
to serve and care for others. All reach for the mind 
before they reach to press the flesh. All are (at heart) 
shy, eager for experience, and glad to be included. 
Not much into hugs, they all secretly love to be 
hugged and physical contact is an exciting event for 
them. Sounds like E.T., eh? 

Well, not quite from outer space, but they are very at 
home in the great space of the mind, and they all tend 
to make their living using their wits and mental 
capabilities rather than their charisma and warm 
presence. They can think; they can see, and many of 
them really get the big picture, and can see the forest 
as well as the trees. They are great providers of 
advice to the rest of us. They are wicked critics and 
are as sharp with the mind as others are physically 
fast. 
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Green Cards Care 

And, as a rule, this type of chart is very 
compassionate, always appreciating a situation for 
what it is, making room for others, making 
allowances, being kind. 

So what can you know when you meet one of the 
green StarTypes? You can expect a sharp mind, 
perhaps very broad in scope, but probably at least 
facile and detail oriented. If you will let them, that is, if 
you can assume the role of an object (someone to be 
cared for), they will probably assume the role of your 
protector and caretaker. If you meet them with 
criticism and mental arguments, you are in for a 
tussle, because this is their turf. They own it. 
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Pushovers 

But, as mentioned, if you will sit still and let them look 
after you, more often than not, they will do just that. 
On the outside they may appear tough or even 
wrathful, but inside they are easy, and will usually 
give way. They are the art of Aikido personified. 
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Two in One: The Blue-bordered StarTypes 

As for these two classic relationship types, not 
everyone is just one type or the other, that is: not 
everyone is either simply the red-bordered StarType 
(T-Square) or the green-bordered StarType (Grand 
Trine). Some charts have both archetypes present in 
a single chart. What about that? 

For starters, while the other main StarTypes need 
each other to have a relationship, here we have a 
StarType that is in no way that needy. They have the 
role of ñthe Loverò and the ñLoved Oneò locked up in 
one birth chart. They may not require much in the way 
of outside relationship at all. This StarType is self-
sufficient to a great degree and thus this type has 
earned the nickname of ñIndependent,ò and you can 
spot them because their StarType Astro*Image cards 
all have blue borders.  
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The Blue Cards: Independence 

With this group of StarTypes, the blue cards, we have 
a combination of ñThe Loverò and the ñLoved Oneò in 
a single StarType. We could say that they are capable 
of loving themselves, and that is so true. They really 
are self-sufficient and often somewhat independent of 
relationships in general from time to time. This is not 
to say they do not have or enjoy relationships, for they 
most certainly do. However, they are not as 
dependent on relations as, let's say, the red and 
green types. They can take relations and they can 
also be quite content just being out on their own. 

Perhaps because they contain within themselves all 
the necessary elements of a basic relationship, the 
lover and the loved one, this StarType can play either 
role with an external partner, giving care and loved to 
a red StarType and receiving care and attention from 
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the green types. In this way, they are ambidextrous, 
so to speak, having it both ways or having none. 

Perhaps best of all, they have the vision and foresight 
of the green StarTypes and the charisma and fun-
loving nature of the red StarTypes. As mentioned, 
depending on their partner, they can play either role. 
They can see what to do and also how do it, and all 
this without any outside help, thus the term 
"independent," which indeed they are. 
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Blue Cards: The Flip Side 

As for a downside, there is not too much. They kind of 
have it all, if being self-sufficient is the goal. If 
anything, they can be lazy, because it is easy, in this 
society, to fall into the habit of playing the loved one, 
and being taken care of, being served. The blue 
StarTypes often end up in this role, and don't get a lot 
done because of this habit. Because they are already 
somewhat complete, they are not driven to the same 
extent as the red and green card StarTypes are. They 
are not ñneedy,ò but they also are not driven by 
needs. 

And being a bit to themselves, and not dependent on 
others, this lack of dependency on others can make 
them appear aloof and even a little cool. Perhaps they 
play some small social price for this condition, but 
mostly they are quite content just with themselves. 
Other StarTypes may find this annoying. You get the 
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idea. When you are dealing with a blue-bordered 
StarType, be careful not to interpret their 
independence too personally. It is not you that they 
mean to offend. They just donôt need anyone all that 
much, including you - nothing personal. 
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The Multi-Relational StarTypes 

When I first began studying StarTypes, I soon found 
there were two classic relational archetypes, ñThe 
Lover,ò and the ñLoved One,ò the green and red-
bordered cards, and then there were also charts that 
contained both archetypes. These dual-archetype 
charts are easy to spot, because they have blue 
border, the ñblueò cards. 

It was a good number of years before I was forced 
through experience to realize there was at least one 
more main StarType, the case where all planets were 
concentrated or squashed into one part of the chart, 
with no planet spread at all to speak off. 
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Thirst for Experience 

In its perfect form, this StarType has all planets within 
about 120 degrees aspect (Trine aspect) of the chart 
wheel, thus their nickname ñWithin-a-Trine.ò 
Everything was in one area of the chart, an area of 
less than 120 degrees. 

What was at first odd about this StarType is that their 
sheer compactness gave them some similarity to the 
T-Square (red-lined) StarTypes, and the sheer 
emptiness of the rest of the chart gave them some of 
the space-like quality of the Grand Trine (green-lined) 
StarTypes. They really do comprise a StarType family 
all on their own. We mark this group of StarTypes with 
a rose border, so they can be easily identified. 
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People and Places 

This StarType family is quite unlike the other three 
families in that they are neither dependent nor 
independent, just different. If anything, they are 
dependent or ñneedy.ò The other three StarType 
groups consist of planet patterns that take up the 
whole 360-degree wheel. This is why they are often 
called "Whole Chart Patterns." However the rose 
Multi-Relational type does not have a whole chart 
pattern in that same sense, although their pattern 
oddly enough does take up the whole chart. It just is 
very small, like a single 120-degree aspect! 

In the multi-relational StarTypes, we have just the 
reverse of the other relationship families. These 
StarTypes have all the planets in one little corner or 
part of the wheel, all jammed together. Most of the 
wheel is completely empty - blank. 
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The Rose-Colored Cards 

The net result is that these StarTypes are neither 
naturally care givers (lovers) or objects of attention 
(loved ones). Instead, they are more like ñobjects of 
affection that care,ò if that twist of words makes 
sense. In other words, they need attention, like the 
red StarTypes, but are also naturally much more 
mental, like the green StarTypes. Mostly, they are 
very compact and detail-oriented types that use their 
mind to get around more than they radiate charisma. 
Or we could say that they have a kind of mental 
charisma, which is almost an oxymoron. 

Yet these StarTypes are so compact and dedicated, 
that they radiate a kind of charisma all their own. Most 
of all, perhaps due to all that empty chart space, they 
have a great thirst and need for experience, to make 
up for this lack, and this often takes the form of a 
need for relationships, of which they may have many.  
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Meeting and Greeting 

They really grow through meeting and maintaining 
friendships, of all kinds, sort of an endless chain of 
friends. They really need this to exist, unlike the other 
types that assume a particular role (red and green 
StarTypes) or ones that are a little indifferent (blue 
StarTypes). 

And they like to travel. Almost as important as 
relationships, this StarType likes to see many different 
places, as if somehow trying to fill an empty void 
within themselves. 

This group of rose-bordered StarTypes are very hard 
workers, who use their minds, often in very detailed 
and highly emotional ways, to move through life, kind 
of moving from friend to friend, relationship to 
relationship, like a monkey swinging through the 
trees. This chain of friends is how they learn about 
themselves. And the other three types are all grist for 
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the mill, because each of these other types presents 
areas of experience or interest to these multi-
relational types. 
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The Four Relationship Families 

That completes an overview of the four relationship 
types, the four families. As mentioned above, the four 
families are easy to spot, because they are color-
coded; each StarType cardôs border has the color of 
the relationship type to which it belongs. Here again is 
a brief summary of four relationship types. 

The two most traditional relationship types are those 
of the Lover and the Loved One, and each of us can 
play either role, depending on the StarType of the 
person we are relating to. In other words, with some 
people we play (or are forced to play) the role of lover 
or caretaker, what my mom used to call the ñbigger 
person,ò in that we pick up the socks and clean up the 
mess, probably simply because we care more and 
canôt stand the mess. Right? 

Yet, with other people, we may end up being more of 
the Loved One, with someone else taking care of us 



StarTypes: Life-Path Partners 
 

57 
 

and cleaning up our mess. Our roles change, 
depending on who we are relating to. Thatôs what 
makes the world go óround, as they say. 

The Lover and the Loved One are the Romeo and the 
Juliet, the archetype roles that make up the classic 
relationship that the bards have been singing about all 
of these many centuries.  

By looking at StarType Astro*Image cards, we can 
see at a glance which persons may tend to enjoy and 
take on the role of the Lover, the principal caretaker in 
relationships, and which prefer to be the Loved One, 
the one who gets all that attention and care. It is as 
simple as the see-er and the seen. The Lover is the 
one who sees and dotes on the Loved One, the one 
who likes to be seen. 
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Independent StarTypes 

Not all persons can be neatly grouped into the role of 
the ñLoverò or the ñLoved One.ò Some folks have both 
qualities and they make up a group that I call the 
ñIndependentò type, because they really can kind of 
do it all by themselves. They have both archetypes in 
one chart. In this way, the Independent types are self-
sufficient and less needy than the other two, and tend 
to enjoy being alone and on their own, which does not 
mean they donôt have relationships. They do. 

However, they donôt need relationships as much as 
the others and sometimes can go for quite a spell 
without feeling the need to interact a lot, often to the 
frustration of their partner. In this way, they are, just 
as their name suggests, more independent than the 
rest of us. When they do relate, just how they relate 
will depend on a combination of their particular chart 
qualities and what qualities in their partnerôs chart 
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happen to attract or draw them on, for relationships 
are all about attraction.  

So we have the Lover, the Loved One, and the 
Independent. As mentioned, when I first began to 
study relationships, some thirty-plus years ago, I 
thought that was it, these three types. However, over 
time I came to understand there was one more type of 
relationship, which I term the Multi-relational, and this 
brings the total of main types to four. 

 

Multi-Relational 

The Multi-relational type is just that: they require lots 
of relationships and contact. However, donôt jump to 
the conclusion that I am saying this type is 
promiscuous. That is not how I am using the word 
ñmulti-relational.ò  

What I mean is that this particular type loves to meet 
new people and see new places, and never seems to 
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tire or get enough of what the rest of us soon have 
enough of, whatever we could agree that is. They 
keep going, where the other types are ready to head 
home for the day. However, the multi-relational type is 
similar to the Lover and the Loved One types in that 
they too are happiest in a relationship. They are 
ñneedyò in this way, while the Independent types are 
not. 
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Chapter 4: StarTypes Cards 

Two Tracks 

At this point, this course splits into two tracks, one for 
those of you who are not astrologers, but who just 
want to check out the StarTypes of your partners, 
family, etc. and another for astrologers, where I will 
begin to explain something about the astrological 
technique involved in studying StarTypes. The more 
technical astrologer will also want to read this non-
technical section which begins here. 

Your StarType 

Now the first thing you probably want to do is to find 
out what your main StarType card is. You can do it by 
accessing our free interactive StarType finder page. 
All you need are your birth month, day, and year of 
birth. Time and place are not necessary for 
StarTypes. 

Enter in that data and your StarType will be calculated 
and presented to you. Letôs look at the information on 
any StarType card. Letôs use one of those magnetic 
red-bordered cards as an example: 
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The Astro*Image Cards 

StarType #1, The Charismatic 

Each StarType card has the following information 
inscribed on it: 

(1) Border Color ï You can see right off what 
relationship family your StarType belongs to it just by 
looking at the border. There are four border colors, 
red, green, blue, and rose, and each represents one 
of the four main types of relationship or families. You 
have read something about these four families above, 
and you can read more elsewhere in this course. 

(2) Astro*Image ï In the center of each card is a 
graphic that gives you some mental image that goes 
with the card. StarTypes cards are gender specific, so 
you men will have a male image and women a female 
image. There are even images for events, but more 
on that later. 
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(3) Card Bottom ï On the bottom of each card you 
will find the relationship family spelled out. The four 
families are: The Loved One (red), The Lover (green), 
Independent (blue), and Multi-Relational (rose). 

(4) Astrology Pattern ï Usually in the lower right-
hand corner of each card will be a chart wheel with a 
geometric pattern in it. This represents the actual key 
pattern in the sky at the moment of your birth. That is 
not to say that there were not other StarType patterns 
present as well, but only that this key pattern 
represents the StarType family to which you belong. 

(5) Number ï And last, in the lower right-hand corner 
of the card will be a number from one to sixty. This is 
an arbitrary number assigned to the cards so that you 
can locate them easily in some lookup options we will 
be offering you. 
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Using Your Card 

Once you have received your StarType card, you can 
read about its qualities in the text that accompanies it, 
as well as something on the general relationship 
family to which you belong.  
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StarType Comparisons 

Once you have absorbed something about your own 
StarType, most want to find out about all the people 
they know. They want to look at their StarTypes as 
well, and compare them to their own. 

Life partners and other romantic relationships usually 
top the list, but are followed closely by looking at the 
StarTypes of family members ï mother, father, 
siblings, and all relatives for that matter. 

Friends and co-workers are important, as are the 
StarTypes of not-so-friendlies, the people who tend to 
annoy us. As you can see, the sky is the limit. 
StarTypes have something to say about all kinds of 
relationships. And looking at the StarTypes of your 
favorite celebrities can also be instructive.  

Entering the current month, day, and year will give 
you the StarType of today, and that too is worth 
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checking out. Remember, that our birth StarType is 
nothing other than the StarType for the day we were 
born. Looking at todayôs StarType can give you some 
idea as to what is happening overhead and also 
(astrologically speaking) down here on earth. ñAs 
above, so below,ò as the old saying goes. 
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StarTypes Summary 

There you have a brief introduction to using 
StarTypes to learn more about yourself and to look at 
how you relate to others. This should be enough to 
get you started.  

What follows is an astrological explanation of 
StarTypes, their history, and how they work. This 
discussion may be too astrologically technical for 
some of you, but will be interesting to those of you 
who care to learn more about the inner workings of 
this fascinating astrological approach. 
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Chapter 5: Aspect Patterns 

 

The Astrology 

Astrology has many facets, but most astrologers 
would agree that planetary aspects are a large part of 
what modern astrology is all about - the angular 
relationships between one planet and another. We 
can walk outside, look at the Sun up in the sky above 
us and perhaps also see the Moon coming up above 
the horizon. From where we stand, the angle of 
separation between the Sun and the Moon is what 
astrologers call an aspect of one kind or another. An 
aspect can be any angle from zero degrees (when the 
two bodies are in the same spot) to 180 degrees 
when they are on opposite sides of the earth from one 
another. 
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Aspect Cycles 

An example of an aspect we all have experienced is 
the Full Moon, the moment when the aspect (angular 
separation) between the Sun and the Moon is exactly 
180 degrees ï with the Moon directly opposite the 
Sun, one on either side of the earth. 

Of course, the Moon circles the earth each month, 
and is always making some aspect or angular 
relationship with the Sun as it moves from New Moon 
one month to the New Moon of the next month, some 
29.5 days later.  

Not only astrologers, but most people in the world are 
more-or-less aware of the ever-changing Moon in the 
sky each night, as it makes its monthly 360-degree 
circle around the earth. We can also see the Moon 
(sometimes) during the day, when it is not too close to 
the Sun. These angular separations or aspects have 
always fascinated astrologers. 
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Standard Aspects 

Over the centuries, astrologers in all parts of the world 
have found certain angular separations between any 
two bodies in the heavens of particular interest. We 
just mentioned the Opposition or 180-degree aspect 
above that marks the Full Moon. The Conjunction or 
zero-degree aspect is another, where the two bodies 
are exactly together in the sky is another (the New 
Moon). These are perhaps the two most important 
(and well-known) astrological aspects. 

In addition, the 60-degree aspects (Sextile), the 90-
degree aspect (Square), and the 120-degree aspect 
(Trine) are also considered very auspicious and make 
up what we could call a second tier of aspects used 
by almost all astrologers. 

Most Western astrologers would also add the 45-
degree aspects (Semi-Square), and the 135-degree 
aspects (Sequi-Quadrate) to the mix. Still other 
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astrologers would add the 30-degree aspect (Semi-
Sextile) and the 150-degree aspects (Inconjunct) as 
well. This makes for a total of sixteen aspects that 
most modern astrologers commonly use. 

Aside from the Conjunction and Opposition, each of 
the other aspects comes in two versions, a right and a 
left-handed variety, what I like to call ñMirror Aspects.ò 
They are called mirror aspects because they are 
exact reflections of one another, one on each side of 
the 360-degree aspect cycle. 
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Mirror Aspects 

An example of a mirror aspect that we all know are 
the First Quarter and Fourth Quarter Moon that can 
be seen in the sky each month. Both are 90-degree 
angular separations of the Sun and Moon (Square 
aspect), but one occurs during the waxing half (First 
Quarter) of the lunar cycle, as the Moon moves 
toward the Opposition (Full Moon), and the other 
(Fourth Quarter) occurs during the waning half of the 
lunar cycle, as the Moon moves from the Opposition 
back to the Conjunction (New Moon).  

Each of these two aspects is the very same aspect as 
far as the number of degrees of separation is 
concerned, but one is a mirror image of the other, one 
happens when the Moon is growing brighter, and the 
other after the Full Moon when it is halfway back 
toward the New Moon.  
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All heavenly bodies (any two bodies) have mirror 
aspects and (as we pointed out) all aspects are 
mirrored except when they are at the Conjunction and 
the Opposition aspects. More about this later. Here I 
just want to introduce to the concept of mirror 
aspects, a topic we will get into more detail later on. 
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Aspect Patterns 

So far we have been looking at a single aspect 
between two bodies, in this case the Sun and the 
Moon. But in actuality, there are ten heavenly bodies 
out there (eight planets and the Sun and the Moon), 
and they are all making aspects to one another as we 
speak, a total of 45 aspects all taking place at the 
same time. 

Much of the work an astrologer does when they look 
at your natal chart is to examine these many aspects 
to see how they relate to one another, to see how 
exact they are, and what kind of overall patterns they 
form. 

As you can imagine, it can be a little intimidating at 
first trying to keep track of these many heavenly 
bodies and all of their interdependent ever-changing 
aspects. 
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What most astrologers do is look for those angular 
separations between any two bodies that form one of 
the sixteen aspects listed above, and they tend to (for 
that moment at least) ignore anything else ï the 
space in-between aspects. I do this too, but I also do 
something else, which I want to tell you about. 

Once I have determined which major aspects there 
are in the chart and noted them, I then look to see if 
any of these aspects are linked one-to-another to 
form an aspect pattern that stretches all the way 
around the chart, the full 360 degrees. These linked 
series of planetary aspects are appropriately enough 
called aspect patterns. I call them whole-chart 
patterns and find them very important when they 
occur in a natal helio chart. 

To make this clear: aspects between planets can be 
scattered anywhere in the chart; they do not 
necessarily connect up one to another to form linking 
patterns that stretch part way or all the way around 
the chart. This is an important point, so please make 
sure you understand. We are speaking here of 
aspects that connect one-to-another all the way 
around the chart, ending on the planet where the 
aspect chain started. Such aspect chains are called 
ñWhole-Chart Patterns.ò 
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Whole-Chart Patterns 

These whole chart patterns have been studied for 
many centuries and a whole body of astrological 
knowledge and folklore has built up around them, 
which makes their interpretation fascinating. We 
mentioned earlier the two most basic aspects, that of 
the Conjunction (when two bodies are at the same 
exact point in the zodiac) and the Opposition (when 
two bodies are opposite one another in the zodiac). In 
addition, other two-body aspects include the Trine 
(120 degrees), the Square (90 degrees), and so on. 
These are two-body or isolated aspects, and are not 
the kind of aspect patterns I am talking about here.  

Most of the more famous whole-chart patterns are 
three and four-body patterns. Letôs look at some of 
the best known of the three-body whole chart 
patterns. 
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Chart Patterns: The T-Square  

When two planets are opposite one another in the 
natal chart and at right angles to a third planet, this is 
traditionally called a ñT-Square.ò These three bodies 
form a ñTò configuration in the heavens. For centuries, 
the square or ñcrossò aspects have been said to be 
difficult and inauspicious. Astrologers call them one of 
the ñhardò aspect patterns, as opposed to the ñsoftò or 
easy aspects. Sometimes they have even been called 
ñBadò or ñEvil.ò We will get into the interpretation of 
these aspects further on. 
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The Grand Trine 

Another very ancient pattern is the Grand Trine, when 
three bodies are positioned around the zodiac at 
equal 120-degree distances from one another to form 
what amounts to an equilateral triangle. If the T-
Square forms a perfect cross, then the Grand Trine 
most effectively avoids forming a cross. If the T-
Square marks the center with a cross, the Grand 
Trine most perfectly avoids the center entirely. 

The Grand Trine is said to be the paradigm of the soft 
or easy aspects. In the history of astrology, trines in 
general and the Grand Trine in particular, have been 
said to indicate ease and facilitation. They are one of 
the so-called ñEasyò or ñGoodò aspect patterns. 
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The Two Opposites StarTypes 

In a very real sense these two astrological aspects, 
the Trine and the Square, have been traditionally 
considered antithetical or polar opposites, using such 
words as ñeasyò and ñhard,ò auspicious and 
inauspicious, and even ñGoodò and ñBad.ò More 
important for our study here, the whole chart pattern 
based on these two aspects, the T-Square and the 
Grand Trine patterns have come to represent these 
two archetypical opposites, the Yin (trines) and the 
Yang (squares) of astrology. 

If the Trine aspect is traditionally a ñGoodò aspect and 
the Square aspect is somehow a ñBadò aspect, then 
the Grand Trine is the paradigm pattern of the good 
aspect and the T-Square the paradigm pattern of the 
bad aspect. 
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StarTypes Astrology 

In a real sense, most of the other major whole-chart 
patterns can be related to one or the other of these 
aspect pattern families, the T-Square and the Grand 
Trine. This is a key point. 

Every astrologer has his or her areas of astrology 
where they have a natural passion. These whole-
chart patterns happen to be one of my areas, and I 
have studied them intensively since the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. And like most astrologers, my 
fascination with these patterns is in direct correlation 
to their ability to reveal to me information of great use 
about myself, my family, and all those I have come to 
know in my life.  

This study has not been some abstract piece of 
astrological research on my part, but an adventure 
beyond my wildest expectations, one that has carried 
me beyond any astrology I had known up to that time 
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and beyond into uncharted waters. These large-scale 
or whole-chart patterns have come to represent for 
me the basic archetypes of the human condition. After 
many years of research, I have come to call these 
whole-chart patterns ñStarTypes,ò and that is the 
name I will mostly use in this article from this point 
forward 

I hope it will be an interesting digression for me to say 
something about how I came to discover the 
significance of these great patterns in the heavens. 
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My Particular Journey 

Although I am not the least bit mathematically 
inclined, my desire to learn about astrology led me 
inexorably into trying to do complex mathematical 
calculations, early on. This was before the advent of 
home computers, back in the days when astrologers 
calculated natal charts not with a PC or a Mac, but 
with pencil and paper, various log tables, and an 
ephemeris. I was doing this in the 1960s, not only for 
myself, but for a great many other peoples and it was 
quite a chore.  

The worst part was that the log tables and the various 
look-ups did not really teach you much astrology. If 
anything, these tables masked what was actually 
going on. So it was a great help to me when the first 
4-function calculators came along. Even these were a 
huge advance over what we had going up to that 
time. 
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Computing Devices 

Later the 4-function calculators gradually morphed 
into programmable calculators, and that was another 
giant step forward. I learned to do very complex 
astrological work on these programmable calculators, 
along with whatever time a programmer friend of mine 
could finagle on a mainframe. As mentioned, this was 
before there were any home computers. 

Although there were a number of astrologers who 
were doing calculations on mainframes and other 
computing machines, I happened to be the first 
astrologer to write a complete astrological calculation 
program on the new home computers and make the 
programs available to other astrologers. This was in 
1977. I went on to start the first astrological software 
company (Matrix Software) in 1978, which is still 
going strong today, although I no longer run it. But I 
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am veering a little off track, in giving you some of my 
background. Letôs get back to StarTypes. 

 

Beyond the Known 

As an astrologer and programmer, it was my interest 
as well as my job to try to convert as many 
astrological calculations to the computer as I could. 
My fellow astrologers were waiting for this, and 
although there were many who were at first wary of 
the computer (and in an almost fundamentalist way), 
they soon warmed to the new technology, and most 
today embrace it wholeheartedly. That would be 
another and very funny story to relate, how early-on 
some astrologers felt that computerized astrology was 
like the ñdevilôs tool.ò But those days are pretty much 
gone. Let me get to my point. 

Back then, I was busy implementing various 
astrological techniques, all of which were more or less 
interesting, but none of them life-changing, and then, 
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like stepping into a black hole, I stumbled on 
heliocentric astrology. 

Chapter 6: Helio: The Dharma Chart 

 

Helio Astrology 

From my point of view at that time, heliocentric 
planetary positions were just another astrological 
coordinate system that had to be programmed. After, 
all, I learned early on that to get our standard 
geocentric astrological chart planets, I first had to 
calculate their heliocentric positions and then convert 
those positions to the ones astrologers have used for 
centuries. That is the way astronomers still do it 
today, for the most part. 

It never occurred to me that this Sun-centered 
perspective, these heliocentric planet positions, had 
any other or any markedly different meaning than the 
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geocentric planet positions I had been using for many 
years. They were all the same to me, or so I thought.  

 

Heliocentric Astrology? 

In fact, many astrologers wondered why the 
heliocentric planet positions should even interest 
astrologers. After all, we donôt live on the Sun. We live 
here on Earth. It was just another piece of 
programming work as far as I knew, but I was curious 
to find out what my helio chart looked like. 

It took some time working with the helio system 
before it began to dawn on me that I was now working 
in a different coordinate system, one which offered a 
different perspective or view of my favorite 
astrological subject, me. And my approach to 
heliocentrics was by definition traditional. After all, up 
to that point all I had ever known was standard 
geocentric astrology, the same astrology that had 
been used by astrologers for centuries. I had nothing 


